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THINK YOU KNOW ALL ABOUT VAN FLEET SAFETY? 

TRY OUR VAN DRIVER QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1 Roughly how many vans are there on the UK roads? 

2 What size of vehicle can be driven by someone with a standard car driver 

licence? 

3 Are van drivers’ hours subject to legislation? 

4 Are speed limits the same for van drivers and car drivers? 

5 How many categories of driving licence are there in the UK? 

6 What percentage of vans stopped by DVSA are overloaded? 

7 What is the average fine per overloading offence? 

8 What proportion of vans fail their MOT at the first attempt. 

9 What proportion of van drivers do you think take a lunch break? 

10 What are penalties for driving an unroadworthy vehicle? 

11 What proportion of vans stopped by the DVSA have a serious defect? 

12 What are the penalties for causing an obstruction by parking opposite or 

within 10 metres (32 feet) of a junction?  

13 How many driver bans are issued by DVSA each year for poor load security. 

14 Which vehicles are banned from using the right-hand lane of a motorway? 

15 What adverse weather conditions contribute most to fatal and serious injuries 

on the Strategic Road Network? 

16 Per mile travelled, which vehicles are involved in more deaths of other road 

users than any other vehicle type: vans and light goods or HGVs? 

17 How many the deaths of vulnerable roads users (pedestrians, motorcyclists 

and cyclists) involve a van? 

 

ANSWERS 

1 There are more than 4.5 million vans on the UK’s roads 

2 Anyone with a standard car driver licence can drive a light commercial vehicle 

up to 3.5 tonnes. 

3 Yes! If you work as a driver for a company, duty time is any working time. If 

you’re self-employed, duty time is only time you spend driving the vehicle or 

doing other work related to the vehicle or its load. You must not drive for 

more than 10 hours in a day You must not be on duty for more than 11 hours 

in any working day. Drivers must record their hours on a weekly record sheet 

or on a tachograph. 

4 Speed limits are not always the same for van drivers and car drivers. On 

single-carriageway roads displaying the national speed limit sign, vans are 

limited to 50mph. The same rule applies on a dual carriageway, where the 

speed limit is 70mph for a car, but is 60mph for a van. On a motorway, a van 

is typically allowed to run to the 70mph speed limit, the same as a car. 

5 There are 26 categories of driving in the UK and a driver without the right 

qualifications could be faced with a fine of up to £1,000. 



6 89% of vans stopped by DVSA are overloaded. 

7 The average fine per overloading offence is around £972.  

8 Half of all vans fail their MOT at the first attempt. 

9 27% of van drivers rely solely on sugary drinks or caffeine to get them 

through the day; only 76% of drivers take a lunch break and 41% eat their 

lunch in their van. 

10 Penalties for driving an unroadworthy vehicle are a fine up to £2500, 3 

penalty points and potentially a driving ban. 

11 Two-thirds of vans stopped at the roadside by the DVSA have a serious 

defect. 

12 Drivers face a non-endorsable fixed penalty of £50–£100 for causing an 

obstruction by parking opposite or within 10 metres (32 feet) of a junction. 

13 Each year, DVSA issues over 2,000 bans to drivers of vehicles that present a 

road safety risk because of poor load security. 

14 Vehicles with trailers, speed-limited good vehicles between 3.5 and 7.5 

tonnes, any vehicle over 7.5 tonnes, and speed-limited vehicles meant to 

carry more than 8 passengers are banned from using the right-hand lane of a 

motorway. 

15 3% of all fatalities and serious injuries on the Strategic Road Network include 

weather conditions as a contributing factor to the incident – of these, 78% 

occurred in the rain – four times more than any other adverse weather 

condition. 

16 Per mile travelled, vans and light goods vehicles are involved in more deaths 

of other road users than any other vehicle type, more even than HGVs. 

17 Most recent figures (2019) showed vans involved in the deaths of 60 

vulnerable roads users: 33 pedestrians, 20 motorcyclists and 7 cyclists. 

 

How did you get on? Everyone’s knowledge gets a little rusty or becomes out of date due 

to new legislation. Make sure you and your drivers are familiar with Driving for Better 

Business’s van driver toolkit. These free-to-access online information cards will help van 

drivers and fleet operators in dispelling uncertainty and myths. These tools help drivers, 

employers and fleet managers to reduce work-related road risk, as well as reduce costs, 

improve operating conditions and ensure safe and legal vehicles – and, importantly, 

driver wellbeing. 

 

 
About Driving for Better Business  
Driving for work is one of the highest-risk activities that many employees undertake, whether they 
drive a commercial vehicle, a company car or make occasional work journeys in their own vehicle. 
As the gig economy continues to grow, this also means those who ride for work as well as those 

who drive. 
Driving for Better Business is a free to access government-backed Highways England programme, 
delivered in partnership with RoadSafe, to help employers in the private and public sectors reduce 
work-related road risk, protecting staff who drive or ride for work, and others who they may share 
the road with. 
Our mission is to improve the levels of compliance for all those who drive or ride for work by 
sharing good practice and demonstrating the significant business benefits of managing work-

related road risk more effectively. 
https://www.drivingforbetterbusiness.com/ 

 
The Van Driver Toolkit is available here: https://vandrivertoolkit.co.uk/  
Media contact: Hadstrong https://hadstrong.com/ Becky Hadley on 07733 054839 
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